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Council Members:  Charles MacDonald (Chair), Rosalind MacDonald (Lay Pastoral Minister), 

Mary McFadden (Council Secretary), Vince Bury (Accessibility), Janice Sinker (Affirming), Virginia 
Scott (Christian Development), Lynne Desjardine/Lois Gill – Co-Chairs (Fellowship & Outreach), 
Bryan Beattie – (Finance/Treasurer), Steve Northey (Ministry & Personnel), Deb Gill (Property 
Management), Rev. Laurie O’Leary  (Trustees), Ruth Ann Eagleson/Wilma Harris Co-Chairs 
(Worship).   WOW Representatives:  Bob Illman, Ruth Ann Eagleson and Rosalind MacDonald 
 

Members Present:  Charles MacDonald, Rosalind MacDonald, Virginia Scott, Lois Gill, Steve 

Northey, Wilma Harris, Ruth Ann Eagleson, Vince Bury, Bryan Beattie, Deb Gill 
 

Regrets:  Janice Sinker, Lynne Desjardine, Mary McFadden 

 

Absent:  Bob Illman  
 

Guest: The Rev. Laurie O’Leary (Supervising Minister).  In Mary McFadden’s absence, Rev. Laurie 

was the acting recording secretary for this meeting. 
 

Quorum Present 
 

AGENDA 
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER – Charles MacDonald:  approximately 4:00 p.m. 
 

2.  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY (Read by Lois Gill) 
  
3.  CANDLE LIGHTING – Charles MacDonald 
 

4.  OPENING PRAYER –  Rev Laurie O’Leary  
 
5.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

• MOTION was made to approve the agenda as distributed.  Moved, seconded and carried. 
 

6.  ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

• Thank you card received from Carey Eddy for the acknowledgment of her retirement from 
the role of PAR and Envelope Secretary. 

• Email confirmation has been received from Stephen Collette that the Faithful Footprints 
grant had been finalized. 
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6.  ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE (cond’t) 

• Email from Bryan Beattie dated May 23, 2022 with attachment titled ‘Commentary for 
Council consideration’. Council members were asked for their comments and desire for 
conversation on this.  Various comments were made indicating agreement that the concerns 
expressed as well as potentially other concerns would be best delayed/deferred until Rev. 
Gail assumed her role as supply minister.  Issues were acknowledged and consensus was 
that deferring this discussion as both appropriate and wise. Rosalind MacDonald affirmed 
that the need for ‘visioning’ has been apparent since January 2022.  A handout ‘Respectful 
Communication Guidelines’ was distributed to all members of council present; your words 
matter. 

 

7. REVIEW & APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

• MOTION was made to approve the April 28, 2022 Council meeting minutes as amended.  
Moved, seconded and carried. 

• Correction:  the removal of Bob Illman’s name as a representative of Trustees. 
 

8.  BUSINESS ARISING - Parking vouchers – this did not make it into the Property report; however, 
the parking vouchers have been signed and distributed.  
 
9.  COVID-19 UP-DATE – Charles MacDonald:  No report. 
 

10.  TEAM REPORTS 
 

• Grand Bend Place -Bob Illman:  The following comments were made concerning this 

report: 
• financial statements/reports should go to the Finance Team for them to report to 

Council.  Bryan noted that he has the financial reports from GBP 

• the advance of $5,000 from HSUC to GBP did not appear in the report 

• clarification needed for – ‘The back end of our radio advertising…’ 

• clarification and confirmation needed for – ‘We are welcoming Gail as she has asked to 
join our working group…’ 

• clarification needed for – ‘The Administrative Framework, approved by Council …’ 

• congregational activities do not belong under GBP.  There seems to be a great deal of 
confusion about what is under GBP and what is HSUC.  Problematic that the booking co-
ordinator is also the main lead at GBP. 

• MOTION that the motion concerning the Memorandum of Understanding be 
deferred until the Council Meeting of July 28, 2022.  Moved, seconded and carried. 

• Charles MacDonald has been in conversation with Rev. Gail and she had indicated her 
desire to be present for this conversation. 

• There are those on Council who were unaware of what the Memorandum of 
Understanding was. 
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• Trustees – Rev Laurie:  Rev. Laurie spoke to her report based on her comments from the 

April meeting.  It was her submission that the matters raised in her report also be deferred 
until Rev. Gail began her position as supply minister.  It was noted that other policies and 
procedures would also need to be considered. 

 

• WOW Regional Council - Bob Illman, Ruth Ann Eagleson and Rosalind 
MacDonald:  The regional council representatives propose to meet to discuss and debrief 

from the spring regional council meeting with the theme ‘Our Words Matter’ specifically as the 
meeting material affects the Affirming Team and Mission & Service.  Appreciation was 
expressed for the work of the regional council representatives. 

 

• Worship - Ruth Ann Eagleson and Wilma Harris:  The next worship planning meeting is 

on June 6, 2022 and it is anticipated that Rev. Gail will attend that meeting. 
 

• Fellowship & Outreach - Lynne Desjardine/Lois Gill – Co-Chairs:   

• The Right Relations team provided Kate Monk with supporting material for the June 12 
service. 

• Noted that The Ukulele Club be contacted to confirm that they are not playing on June 26.  
 

• Property – Deb Gill 
• it was agreed by consensus that Stacey Palen would conduct a ½ hour training on the AED 

equipment before the September Council meeting 

• a snowblower has been obtained from Jim Neville 

• the HVAC people will be invited to attend at the church to review the equipment and its 
function to demystified what the system does – should read demystify 

• in the fall, conduct a tour of the building to chart the location of such things as electrical 
panels, water shut offs, etc. 

• an earlier start for Council Meetings was proposed 

• MOTION that Council Meetings will begin at 2:00 p.m. going forward beginning on 
July 28, 2022.  Moved, seconded and carried. 

• It was confirmed that there would be no June meeting. 

• the north fence is stable, a few pickets are loose.  Property is to get a quote for replacing 
the fence and approaching the adjoining owner to discuss the possibility of cost sharing. 

• the Construction working group will be re-convened this fall to discuss the matter of a 
shed/sheds 

• Parking Cone Policy 

• MOTION to accept the Parking Cone Policy as presented by the Property Team. 
Moved, seconded and carried. 

 

• Accessibility – Vince Bury:  Deb Gill will be joining their next meeting. 
 

• Affirming – Janice Sinker:  The word ‘Affirming’ will be purchased to add to the equity 

words on the sidewalk. 
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• Nominating Working Group – Janice Sinker:  No further report. 
 

• Search Team – Janice Sinker:  No further report. 
 

• Lay Pastoral Minister – Rosalind MacDonald: 
• Rosalind MacDonald provided the Council with a booklet report on the Ukraine dinner that 

raised over $15,000.  It was noted that the dinner in Atwood raised $3,000, 50 meals were 
served out of 200 prepared. 

• Rosalind expanded on her written report – providing a bridge for a new community 
member in search of a house blessing – connected them with Kate Monk; 
ongoing/unfolding conversations with a young Muslim man who is discerning becoming a 
Christian – he appreciated the safe space of Affirming and Welcome. 

• Rosalind also spoke to the challenges she has faced through negative comments, 
dismissive comments and disrespectful comment that have been made to her and have 
caused her harm.  As was noted earlier ‘our words matter’. 

 

• Finance – Bryan Beattie: 
• Operating report – contributions are down correction:  added word “to” $35,000 currently 

vs $40,000 last year; expenses are also down as there is no full-time minister – lower 
administrative costs. 

• Nothing has been done specifically to address this speculation that the current economy 
may be affecting the level of givings. 

• Mission & Service givings are also down 
 

Ministry & Personnel – Steve Northey:  No report. 
 

Community Wellness Committee – Charles MacDonald:  No report. 
 
11.  NEW BUSINESS: 

• The first outdoor service is scheduled for July 3.  It was proposed to suspend ZOOM 
services for the summer.  It was confirmed that the telephone ministry would continue.  
After discussion, it was determined that ZOOM would be attempted outdoors using a 
single device focussed on the worship leader.  This would be a very basic service, there 
would be no slides.  This will be tried for two Sundays and then re-assessed.  Attendance in 
person and on ZOOM are equal.  
 

• There was a question about the bottled water policy, and it was confirmed that this is in 
effect.  No bottled water, you are to bring your own container.  

 
12.  LEADERSHIP – Charles MacDonald:   Leadership issues have been adequately discussed in 
other areas of the meeting. 
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13.  NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, July 28 at 2:00 p.m. in the Gathering Place.   

• NOTE THAT THERE IS NO JUNE MEETING AND NOTE THE CHANGE IN THE MEETING TIME! 
 
 
14.  ADJOURNMENT at  6:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Charles MacDonald,  Rev. Laurie O’Leary 
 Chair Acting Recording Secretary 


