
 

                                                                       

      

                                              
 
 
 
 
    
    
    
 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

Sermon 
Embracing Truth  
       & Reconciliation 

 

Immediately After the Service, Join Us On Our Zoom Chat Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83887699257 Meeting ID: 838 8769 9257 

 

    

“Our relationship with God and each 
other strengthens us and helps 
make the world a better place.” 

We welcome and include everyone 
into our community of faith. 

OUR VALUES 

 

Faith/Love of God = BELIEVING 
 

Community/Inclusion = BELONGING 
 

Compassion/Compromise = INVITING 
 

Join Us On YouTube for the Live Stream 
of Our Worship Service 

https://www.youtube.com/@huronshores4
193 

Morning Worship Service @ 10 am 

September 27th, 2026 
Orange Shirt Sunday  

 Readings 
Gospel Reading:  Matthew 21:23-32 

New Testament:   Philippians 2:1-13 

 

Get Ready for a Silent Auction 

EDIBLES TABLE! 
 

This year, in addition to a 

standard Silent Auction table at 

the Chicken Dinner, we'll be 

having an Edibles Table...featuring 

all kinds of delicious goodies... 

And we need some donations! 

Would you consider donating 

some baked goods, or jams/jellies, 

or preserves to our edibles 

table?  Please let Janice, Betsy or 

Nancy know if you're able to 

donate! Thank you! 

Remember 
we worship 

at 10 am. 

https://www.youtube.com/@huronshores4193
https://www.youtube.com/@huronshores4193


  

MEDITATION:   

How Much Does God Love You? 

Only God can answer this question. 

Fortunately, we have the Bible where we 

can find out what read about how God 

thinks, which is kind of amazing....to know 

what an Almighty, loving God is thinking!  

Most of us are familiar with John 3:16, (even if it's by reading a post board at a 

sports event) but often being familiar with something keeps us from 

understanding it as fully and clearly as we should. Think about it: God, in Christ, so 

loved the dirty, rotten, rebellious world of people -- even those who hated him, 

that he decided to suffer the punishment that justice demanded so we could be 

forgiven and free. 

God loves you -- no matter who you are -- no matter what you have done. He 

loves you more than you can imagine or understand. 

God loves us more than anything. That is proven by the fact that God put our 

interest, needs and feelings ahead of everything, choosing to sacrifice Jesus just so 

we could have a relationship with our Creator. 

How can anyone not love and worship such a Being? 

Today, remind yourself how much God cares for you...maybe try this little mantra 

throughout your day... "God loves me. God loves me. God loves me." 

**************************************** 

 

 

SONG:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8zav7bsP2k 

HOW FAR by Tasha Tayton 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

We celebrate World 
Communion Sunday on 

October 4, 2026. 
 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=MRw9Ls2vlxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8zav7bsP2k


 
 

  

 
 
  

MY CHALLENGE TO YOU...from Pastor Nancy 

If you weren’t in church on August 30 (or even if you were and need a 

reminder!) you missed my “homework assignment” for the month of 

September. 

I want each member of our faith family to start to dream – to think about what might be 

possible in, and through, Huron Shores United Church.  It might be a small goal, or a huge 

vision.  It might involve the entire congregation and major resources, or it might be something 

just one person (hopefully you!) can do.  Because we all need to commit to making our goals 

come to pass. 

NOW…. write it down.  Big, bold, block letters on a page.  Or as a poem, or as a drawing….it 

doesn’t matter how you display it.  Just write it down. 

And then, let’s share our dreams, our visions and hopes for HSUC.  Put them on a big display 

board, so that we can look and laugh and hope and plan together.  No, you don’t need to put 

your name to it – but you do need to put your heart and prayers into it. 

As we celebrate our 100th Anniversary this October – and celebrate it every Sunday in October 

– please bring in and add your dream to the Visioning Board.  Then on the final Anniversary 

Sunday of October 25th, we’ll prayerfully offer all our hopes and dreams and plans to God 

together. 

There’s a scripture that says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” 

We don’t want to be perishing people. It’s time to dream! 

 

Dear Members of Our Community of Faith, 

We are delighted to share the newest video message from The Right Rev. Dr. Kimberly 
Heath, 45th Moderator of The United Church of Canada. 
 
This video message focuses on National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange 
Shirt Day (September 30th). 

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7WG5DtCS3k 

 

We at HSUC will be marking Orange Shirt 
Day on Sunday, September 27th, and 
you are invited to wear orange to our 
worship service that day, as we stand in 
solidarity with our Indigenous brothers 
and sisters.  

                                                                              ~Rev. Nancy 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/B00sJuitgBE?e=9713b6ee68&c2id=05fb96d9153f734274e93d859c122386&m=6FSl1B8BbyC5nFzYQ-G3j07w6ZxMSbshAZ7BhCj3rsNNvRKafpRk89TUAnxZ


  

A Moment of Thankfulness 

By Bob Illman 
 

Sometimes Stewardship can be challenging, and here is one of those 

times. But in hindsight it is also that there is a feeling that Someone is 

looking over us. I was Chair of Stewards at the time four months into 

the role in 1992. 

The Hand of God had held us in our need. 

Our Minister was at our bank on another matter and was handed our monthly statement before it was 

mailed out, he opened it as I would have. I received an urgent call from him and returned to Grand Bend 

at once. There were financial concerns around the statement which confirmed suspicious transactions 

that we were trying to address with our treasurer without success. Huron Perth Presbytery was most 

helpful providing as a representative from Goderich in the initial stages and the development of 

corrective action moving forward. He was a gift from heaven! 

On a Thursday evening February 1992, I stood before a Joint Meeting of GBUC Session and Stewards to 

inform them that our Treasurer was suspended due to an investigation of the Ontario Provincial Police 

about financial concerns and questions of her that remained unanswered. 

The shock was immeasurable! As I presented our course of action in a series of operational motions, I 

recall their shocked faces and eyes, those dark, disbelieving eyes, I could see into their souls, it was very 

painful. Later, one could imagine the reaction of our congregants and community. There were no 

answers due to the ongoing investigation, only doubt, financial concerns, and much conjecture in our 

communities. Emotions were rampant. 

In the early months of the investigation an active account at the Bank of Montreal was found in the name 

of the treasurer's mother-in-law, who was deceased for several years. he Canada Revenue Agency had 

both the treasurer and her husband in court on a charge of theft and in a matter of a months with a 

guilty verdict and restitution of those stolen funds. 

The Hand of God held us a second time...stress relief for our minister, our communities and me. Not 

only were the bank accounts cleaned out there was a number of expenses unpaid and as always, but 

there are also our continued operational financial concerns. 

From reconstructed bank records our annual income, at the time, was less than $90,000, we were now 

owing $63,000 on top of our operating expenses, which was always break even up a little down a little, 

funny how some things never change!  

The United Church of Canada forgave the Mission and Service nonpayment of $30,000 over a five-year 

period. By the end of the year, bank accounts were restored and debts paid. That was faith and 

stewardship! 

I mentioned the hand of God that held us, there was a third element, before our final court trial, some 

six and a half years later, our minister visited me and handed me and a piece of paper. It was a letter 

from a lawyer about a last will and testament for an amount similar to the stolen funds. 

A combination of the strength of the people in this congregation, and the Hand of God that held us in 

this journey working among us, makes me thankful for this church. It did back then. It does today… and 

it will into the future. 



 

 

  

Vision and mission of HSUC – answering Reverend Nancy's Challenge 



 

  

 

Caring Casseroles 
Returning!  

 

Caring Casseroles is 
starting up again! After a 
busy summer, we will be 
restarting Caring 
Casseroles at the end of 
September.  
 
The first one will take place 
on Friday, September 
25th from 10:00 am – 
12:00 pm. Please join us!  

~ Lois Gill 

 
 

 
 

FALL FREE STORE 

October 16th & 17th - We are pleased to offer 

the Fall Free Store to our community again. In 

the past we have had huge support from our 

Community of Faith with their generous 

donations of clothing and small household 

items. Because this is our Fall Free Store we 

ask only for fall and winter donations. We would 

appreciate it if you would save any spring and 

summer donations for the Spring Free Store in 

May 2027.  

 

Anyone donating items for the Free Store is 

asked to please drop off items in the Fellowship 

Hall at the given times only as there is no  

storage available at the church. 

 

DROP OFF TIME SCHEDULE: Thurs.  Oct 15, 

from 1:00 p.m.- 4:00 or 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

and Fri, Oct.16, from 9:00 a.m. - NOON ONLY 

 

With an increase in the need within our 

community we greatly appreciate the support of 

our Community of Faith with their donations and 

time. If you are interested, we are still in need of 

volunteers.  

 

 



  

A Stewardship Letter 

Our community of faith has achieved something remarkable because we 

renovated our building.  As well as giving us an amazing space in which to 

worship, this renovation has enabled Christ’s work to become an integral part 

of Grand Bend. 

The food pantry was initiated to meet the needs of food insecurity in our 

community. Our accredited kitchen enables the preparation of caring 

casseroles and food pantry meals. We have space for fridges and freezers and 

storage for the food pantry. 

We have Grand Bend Place for the Living Arts. We have meeting space for 

receptions, Rotary Club, Partners in Learning, the Prayer Shawl group, the 

exercise group, the Tuesday pole walking and coffee group, free monthly 

movies and Jazz Vespers free music and fellowship, and more. 

These activities have far reaching impact for our church and for the 

community of Grand Bend. It is important that we meet our financial 

obligation this year so that we can continue to support these worthwhile 

activities.  

God has guided us to this point and will be with us as we move forward. 

Now it’s up to each of us to think about how we can help. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH OUR EVENTS ON OUR WEBSITE 

CALENDAR LINK HERE 

 CALENDAR 

You often see Bill and Ginger Weber down and around 
the Grand Bend waterfront enjoying the 

atmosphere.  That is not all they do!  Before heading 
down there, they stop by the church and tend to the 

Prayer Tree.  They've been doing this all summer.  They 
made a sign.  They add new tags.  They arrange the 

tags to enhance the look. They ensure that markers are 
available.  All this, with a smile on their faces!  Thank 

you, Bill and Ginger, for doing amazing  
Prayer Tree maintenance! 

On Sunday, September 27th, all the prayers will be 
blessed! ~ Mary McFadden 

 

https://www.huronshoresunitedchurch.com/calendar


If you are ever in need of prayer, would like to chat to someone, or would 
like a visit, please reach out to any one of your Congregational Visitors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Please let us know if you would like your name included in “Prayers of the People” for Sunday worship. If 
you have a prayer request that you wish to share with the congregation on Sundays, or just privately with 
Rev. Nancy Knowles, please send it to: hsucprayers@gmail.com 
 

Lynne Desjardine 
519-238-5220 

 

Peter Challen 
519-238-5508 

 

Joanne Barry 
226–456–8134 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

GET IN TOUCH 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon -Thurs 9am-12pm    

 519-238-2402   25 Main Street, PO Box 61, Grand Bend, ON N0M 1T0 

Office Administrator: Christine Wilde huronshoresunitedchurch@gmail.com 519-238-2402 

Minister: Rev Nancy Knowles hsucrevnancy@gmail.com  

Nancy’s In office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday – Call anytime 519-788-5819 

Council Chair: Deb Gill john.deb.gill@gmail.com 519-701-6676 

Council Vice Chair: Joanne Barry barryjoannegmail.com 226–456–8134 

Finance Administrator: Rhonda Manore manore@ezlink.ca 519-238-2432 

Music Director: Janice Sinker huronshoresmusic@gmail.com 519-238-5436 

 

IMAGE 
OF 
THE 
WEEK 

mailto:huronshoresunitedchurch@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:barryjoanne@jmail.com
about:blank
mailto:huronshoresmusic@gmail.com


 
  

HSUC AND GBP EVENTS  



 
 
  

 COMMUNITY EVENTS AROUND TOWN

 


