
 
25 Main Street, P.O. Box 61, Grand Bend, Ontario   N0M 1T0 * (519) 238-2402 
huronshoresunitedchurch@gmail.com * www.huronshoresunitedchurch.com 

 

 

 

 

 

May 25, 2022 
 
Sharing a ‘God Moment’ 
 
I believe that God is with me every moment, but some spiritual moments stand out more significantly. 
Today I would like to share a very personal story with you that I refer to as ‘God Moments’ 
On January 30, 1982, my daughter Kelly Marie Northey died of a brain tumour at 8 years of age. Her 
mother Carolyn and I were understandably devastated. Right after the funeral in February, I took two 
weeks off from my job selling Advertising at the London Free Press and we took our daughter Jodi age 
three and son Jeff only nine months old along with my parents to New Smyrna Beach, Florida for 
some family time.  
 

Upon returning from Florida, I 
decided to go into my office at 
the Free Press on the Sunday to 
get organized before facing 
Monday. Walking down the 
corridor to the cafeteria for a 
coffee, I was stopped in my tracks 
by a framed print hanging on the 
wall. The print was of a young girl 
wading in the lake with waves 
crashing around her. The 
resemblance was so strikingly 
that of our Kelly as I had seen this 
image many times in real life 
when she played in Lake Huron at 
our cottage. My heart jumped 
when I saw the title, ‘Kelly and 
the Wave’! 

 
It was one of The Blackburn Group collection of paintings displayed periodically throughout the 
building. I did inquire if this print was for sale, and was told it was not. Then I thought, perhaps it was 
too soon emotionally to pursue it any further at that time.  
 
Going forward, my way of coping with the loss of Kelly was to create her legacy, ‘the Brain Research 
Fund’ with a group of wonderful volunteers, to help other families going through a similar trauma, by 
providing them with information and support while raising money for research. Life became very busy 
for me over the years, raising children, working at the Free Press, and developing the Fund into a 
national charitable organization renamed the Brain Tumour Foundation of Canada. But I never forgot 
the print.  
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Then, out of the blue one day in 1999, I got a phone call from a woman named Sue, the caregiver of 
Helen Daly, who had been Mrs. Blackburn’s secretary at the London Free Press. Helen was dying and 
had always told Sue to make sure a specific print from the Blackburn collection that Helen had in her 
home, should go to Steve Northey. 
 
 I went to visit Helen, and Sue brought out the print. Shockingly, it was the ‘Kelly and the Wave’ print 
that I had seen seventeen years before hanging on the wall at the London Free Press.   
 
Talk about a truly heart wrenching, spiritual, ‘God moment’. This certainly supported the old sayings 
that ‘Good things come to those who wait’, and ‘If it is meant to be – it will be’.    
  
Many of you may have seen our “Kelly and the Wave’ picture, hanging over our shoulders during 
Huron Shores United Church Zoom Sunday services. We have been so blessed to watch our kids, 
grandkids, and now great-grand-daughter play in the waves of Lake Huron, as Kelly had, keeping her 
memory alive. 
 
I have shared this story to remind you that wonderful things can enter your life when you least expect 
them. So, keep hopeful, never give up, and remember, you never know when a ‘God Moment’ will 
happen.  
 

Steve Northey 
 
Editor’s note:  Steve and Melodie have suggested that you consider sharing your own ‘God Moments’.  
You can submit a Letter of Hope by sending it to us via email at Hyatt.le.rc@gmail.com.  R&L 

 
 
 

"Our relationship with God and each other strengthens us, and helps make the world a better place. 
We welcome and include everyone into congregational life." 
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